
Beyond the Gift: 
Building a Real 
Connection  
to the Causes 
You Support
Making a gift can be a significant 
way to support a cause you care 
about. But for many people, the 
most fulfilling part of generosity 
develops beyond the gift itself.

What begins as financial support 
can grow, over time, into a sense of 
participation and commitment.

When people want to become more 
involved, they often start with an 
activity: Should I volunteer? Join a 
board? Give more?

A different question can be  
more useful: 

What kind of connection  
do I want to have with the 
causes I support?

It shifts the focus from what you do 
to how connected you want to be.

Connection Is Different 
From Activity
Volunteering, attending events, serving on a 
board, and making financial gifts can all create 
opportunities for connection. 

What matters is whether an experience 
helps you understand the work, know the 
people involved, or care enough to stay 
engaged.

For some donors, that means becoming 
familiar with the people doing the work. 
For others, it may mean understanding an 
issue more deeply or simply knowing that an 
organization recognizes them as someone who 
cares and can be counted on.

Not every donor wants that kind of relationship, 
and not every gift needs one. But when giving 
begins to feel distant or routine, connection 
may be the piece that is missing.

Getting Closer Changes 
What You See
You can understand what an organization 
does by reading its mission statement, but 
understanding what the work looks like in 
practice can take more time.

As you learn more, a cause can become less of 
a category and more about real people, places, 
and work you know. You start to see who is 
involved, what challenges the organization is 
trying to solve, and why the answers are not 
always simple.

That closer view can make your support feel 
more personal. You are no longer giving only 
to an issue. You have a clearer sense of the 
people, the work, and what your support is 
helping sustain.



When a Cause Becomes  
Part of Your Life
As you become more familiar with a cause, you may 
find yourself paying attention to it in a different way. 
You remember what an organization is working on. 
You notice when something affects the community 
it serves. You may think of someone else who would 
care about the work and want to introduce them to it.

Instead of thinking about the organization only 
when it asks for support, you begin to follow what 
happens between those moments. When there is an 
opportunity to help, you already understand why  
it matters.

This can be especially valuable  
for families
Parents and grandparents often want younger family 
members to see generosity as more than moving 
money from one place to another – which can be 
easier to understand through experience.

Giving them a chance to spend time around an 
organization, meet people involved in the work, 
volunteer from time to time, or simply follow a cause 
over several years can make generosity feel more real.

The goal is not to prescribe how the next generation 
gives. It is to give them opportunities to develop 
relationships and interests of their own.

There Is No Checklist for 
Getting Involved
Building a connection does not require becoming a 
board member or major volunteer. It might begin with 
attending an event, having a conversation, visiting a 
program, or simply following the work more closely.

A useful question is: What would I like to 
understand, experience, or be closer to?

Let the Relationship  
Work for Both Sides
Donors sometimes hesitate to seek greater 
involvement because they do not want to create more 
work for a nonprofit. That’s a fair concern, because 
organizations have real demands on their time

Connection should not mean expecting special access 
or a customized experience.

But for an organization, there is value in having 
supporters who understand the work and stay 
interested in what happens over time.

A simple approach is to ask what opportunities 
already exist.

That may include an event, volunteer opportunity, site 
visit, conversation, or regular update. Start with what 
the organization offers and see where the relationship 
goes from there.

Giving is One Way  
We Participate
Philanthropy is often discussed in terms of amounts, 
charitable vehicles, tax considerations, and giving 
strategies. 

But generosity is truly one of the ways we participate 
in the communities and causes we care about.

It can introduce us to people we wouldn’t otherwise 
know. It can deepen our understanding of an issue. It 
can create shared experiences within a family and the 
satisfaction of showing up for something over time.

Not every gift needs to become more than a gift.

But when you want your generosity to feel more 
personal or more connected to the life you are living, 
it may be worth thinking about the relationship 
alongside the contribution.

Sometimes the next step is not to give more, it’s to 
get a little closer.
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